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Voice of democracy &
Patriot’s Pen Essay winners
And Teachers Awards 2018
On Sunday, January 21st, 2018 the VFW celebrated the winners of the Patriots
Pen and the Voice of Democracy essay contests, as well as the Teachers Awards.
Both are national contests that are conducted annually to foster patriotism while
allowing students the opportunity to present their views and opinions on a

Victoria M. Perry reading her essay.

Katrina L. Schnell reads her essay.

Veterans of Foreign Wars provided theme.
A banquet was held in their honor at the Doubletree Hotel in Milton, Massachusetts.
This year’s Patriot’s Pen theme was “America’s Gift to My Generation”. The winner was Victoria M.
Perry who was sponsored by Acushnet Post #7239. Although not required to read her essay, Victoria
proudly read hers to a receptive audience.
This year’s Voice of Democracy theme was “American History: Our Hope for the Future”. The winner
was Katrina L. Schnell who was sponsored by Tewksbury Post #8164.
It is through the dedication and persistence of the teachers that our winners were encouraged to
develop essays worthy of VFW recognition and scholarships.

State Auxiliary President Jennifer Taylor,
Auxiliary Scholarship Chairwoman Betty Mae
Tenney, Voice of Democracy winner Katrina
Schnell, Voice of Democracy Chairman Russell
Jobe, State Commander Eric Segundo.

State Auxiliary President Jennifer Taylor,
Auxiliary Scholarship Chairwoman Betty Mae
Tenney, Patriot’s Pen winner Victoria M. Perry,
Patriot’s Pen Chairman Doug Wood, State
Commander Eric Segundo.

The Teachers Awards “Honoring Those Who Teach” were presented to Thomas Canastra (Acushnet Post #7239), Jane Milanes (Billerica Post #8819), and Tim Matthews (Needham
Post #2498). It is through the dedication and persistence of the teachers that our winners were encouraged to develop essays worthy of VFW recognition and scholarships.
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State Commander
Wishing you all a happy New year and hope you and your
families had a great holiday Season. As we approach the halfway
point of our VFW Year, I would like to offer my appreciation to
you for the support I’ve received over the past year and, more
importantly, for the work that you do every day for the Veterans
of Foreign Wars. I am particularly aware that the successes of our
department rest upon the valuable support of our leaders and the
hard work of our membership who so generously volunteer and
give of their time. Let me take this opportunity on behalf of our
department to thank each and every one of you for your unyielding
Eric Segundo
support and commitment. We can all be proud of making a positive
State Commander
contribution to our organization in one way or another. We had a
lot of challenges this pass year and with your support and dedication, we have achieved
many successes and tackled many obstacles.
I want to welcome our newly appointed State Service Officer, Delray Dorsey who
step right up to assist the department in maintaining coverage at our service office when
called upon. In the last couple of months we have made great progress in improving our
service office with the promotion of Leah Lapointe to a claim consultant and the hiring of
Dominic DiMambro as Assistant Service Officer for the North Shore. He will be covering
the Bedford VAMC as well as office hours at the Billerica VFW Post 8819. We have also
added Saturday hours in Worcester and along with ASO Nicole Phillips covering the west,
we continue to move forward in our commitment to our veterans and their families. We
thank them all for their dedication and service.
In addition, we would like to welcome Tara Chartem as our new Department
Administrative Assistant. Tara graduated from Regis College in 2012 with a four-year
bachelor degree focusing in Communication and Journalism. She then spent three years
in South Korea teaching English. Tara is currently becoming a member of the
VFW Auxiliary, under her grandfather’s eligibility when he served in South Korea. With
Tara’s hiring, the department headquarters is now complete and fully functioning to serve you
and our membership. Please join me in wishing Tara great success in her new position.
Our department continues to inch forward in Membership and as of January 15th the
department stands at 90.24% . I want to congratulate District 17 and the 22 Posts who have
achieved 100% in membership. (See membership page for details) I want to encourage
all our Posts and Districts to continue the good work we›ve been doing, not only in our
recruiting and retention goals, but the mission we serve as an organization; helping our
fellow veterans.
As we reflect on the year that has passed and approach this new year, let us ponder on
what we can do to continue to make a difference in our community and within our posts.
I challenge you to step-up in your posts and districts to help us complete what has been
left unfinished, and most importantly to fulfill our promise to our veterans and the oath of
our office. I for one accept this challenge and hope you will do the same. Together we are
#vfwstrong. “No one does more for the veterans than the VFW.”

State Sr. Vice Commander
Happy New Years! I hope everyone had a joyful and safe holiday
season. I can’t believe how fast these first six months have gone
by. Since June, the department leadership has been extremely busy
traveling all over the commonwealth meeting with posts, districts
and our members at meetings, functions, and ceremonies. The
department leadership has taken on many difficult tasks these
first six months for the betterment of the department and will
continue to move this Department forward. Most importantly your
support, understanding, and hospitality has been second to known.
I also want to thank and commend John Larney, Bill Lebeau, Tara
Keith Jackson
Cheatum, Delray Dorsey, Leah Lapointe, and Nicolle Phillips from
State Sr. Vice
our Boston offices for all they do everyday taking care of veterans
Commander
and our great organization. Thank You!
It is also imperative that I take this opportunity to thank each and every member of the
Veterans of Foreign Wars for all you do daily on behalf of our Armed Forces, veterans,
and their families. The Massachusetts VFW members have spent countless volunteer hours
and often times spending money out of their pockets to work our programs. Please know
that the VFW National Headquarters, the Department of Massachusetts, and your local
communities knows that you truly care about your fellow veterans and your community.
Membership: We are moving in the right direction and overall we are doing great. We are
down to less than 2337 members to achieve 100% membership. I ask everyone to please get
out there and get your membership in an lets get our District and State Commanders 100%.
Together we can achieve this goal.
Programs: Congratulations to all the winners at all levels of the Teacher Awards, Voice
of Democracy, and Patriot Pen programs. Also thank you to all the chairmen, judges, and
volunteers at the post, district, and department levels for their hardwork and dedication in
making these programs a great success.
Special Project: I am asking all VFW Posts and their Auxiliaries, VFW Districts and
their Auxiliaries to conduct a fund raiser. It doesn’t matter how small or big the fund
raiser is please help our Commander Eric Segundo and support The Massachusetts VFW
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Foundation. You can use your relief fund to support this project.
The Massachusetts VFW Foundation was organized to support our deployed military,
retired military, veterans, and their families. It also supports a wide range of assistance
programs aimed at helping veterans of every generation providing free, professional help
filing or appealing VA claims, offering scholarships for post-secondary education, or
providing emergency financial relief when times get tough.
I ask “If not us then who?” Your support will aid us in furthering our goals and allow
us to continue to support our Veterans and live up to “No one does more for Veterans”
than the VFW.
The Massachusetts VFW Foundation is a tax-exempt 501C (3) nonprofit organization.
The Foundation relies solely on individual donations and corporate sponsorships. Your tax
deductible contribution makes a direct impact on how much help and financial support we
are able to provide to our deployed troops, retired military, veterans, and their families in
need. Please make a donation today and send your donation to:
VFW-MA Commanders Special Project
24 Beacon Street State House Suite 546-1
Boston, MA 02133
Or online donations; http://www.vfwma.com/commander-s-special-project.html
I wish you and your family, good health and happiness with many blessings.
Keith M. Jackson
State Senior Vice Commander

State Jr. Vice Commander
Greeting Comrades,
I hope that this note finds everyone is in good health and that you
all enjoyed the past holiday season and are looking forward to a
new and productive year ahead. It certainly has been an interesting
first six months! It’s hard to believe that our year is halfway through
already. Your State Commander, Eric Segundo, and all the rest of
your line officers have made numerous visits to many Districts and
Posts. Some just general visits and others to assist in helping to
solve a myriad of issues affecting Posts and the membership. Your
team ‘hit the road running’ and we haven’t stopped yet. It has been
Jeffery Najarian
challenging and we are working hard to assist the membership,
State Jr. Vice
Commander
to solve problems and make suggestions to help move the VFW
Department of Massachusetts forward. One of the issues that I (and
all of the other State Junior Vice’s) have been tasked with is the continuation of Past C & C
Brian Duffy’s initiative of ‘Mental Health Awareness’ and ‘Know the Five Signs’ of distress.
I will be continuing to discuss these issues during my visits to you. It is the type if problem
that there is no quick fix for, and, as a result, needs to be put in the limelight as often as
possible. It has been reported that twenty veterans a day commit suicide! This is unsettling
to say the least and ‘awareness’ of the issues at least gives us something to look for because
it’s an issue that we all need to be working on. Lastly, as we progress into the future and, as
officers and members of the VFW, always remember to ‘do the right thing’ in whatever you
do. No matter what the task or whatever you may be doing, if you are going to do a job, do
it to the best of your ability and be willing to ‘take that extra step’ to ensure success. We all
need to do our part if we want the VFW to succeed and keep moving forward. Together we
can accomplish anything! Remember, no one does more for veterans! Thank you.
Jeffrey Najarian
State Junior Vice Commander

State Judge Advocate
Greetings Comrades,
I hope everyone had a very Merry Christmas and a great start to
the new year. As your State Judge Advocate my responsibility is to
assist our State Commander with interpreting the Congressional
Charter By-Laws / Manual of Procedure Ritual if needed. That
responsibility also extends to the districts and posts. If your Judge
Advocate has a question or concern about what the Congressional
Charter By-Laws / Manual of Procedure Ritual says, then please
let me know. If I don’t know the answer, I know who does and will
get it.
Russell Jobe
With that in mind, if your Post or District has not updated their
State Judge Advocate
By-Laws in the past 5+ years you should be looking at them. I hear
all the time that “we haven’t updated our By-laws in years because…”. By-laws of old were
very wordy and “added” a lot of information that necessitated frequent changing when
something changed at the National, State or District level. Because of that, the By-laws were
put aside for the most part and forgotten about unless there was that one ‘Big’ change at the
upper level.
If your post/district does not have By-laws, it should be a top priority. Verbal regulations
and procedures are as good as the paper they are written on.
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Today’s By-law format is simple and requires very little changing if properly written.
After all, the purpose of By-Laws at the post/district level is to reiterate specific items or to
‘Add to’ / ‘Explain further’ what the upper level By-laws say. Post By-law changes/approvals
usually take place during an annual meeting of members. Districts can only approve changes
to their By-laws at their district conventions and have 30 days to submit them up the chain
to National for approval. Now is the time to start planning changes to your By-laws or to
create a whole new set of By-laws. Please contact me at rjobe@vfwma.org for any questions
or concerns.
I look forward to visiting the districts in the next few months and until then, take care and
be safe comrades.
Russell Jobe
State Judge Advocate

State Surgeon
Greetings, Comrades! With the beginning of 2018 comes severe
weather. In the interest of Safety First!, I am devoting my article to
issues of safety concerning the season of cold, windy, snowy weather
conditions that can result in the most unfavorable of situations if not
properly prepared.
This information comes from State Representative Harold P.
Naughton, Jr.
Important Contacts
National Grid:
Christine Tron
Report a power outage: 1-800-465-1212
State Surgeon
Report gas leak: 800-233-5325
Customer Service: 1-800-322-3223
Online Resources: https://www1.nationalgridus.com/OutageCentralHub
Additional key resources include:
Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency - www.mass.gov/mema
Federal Emergency Management Agency -  www.fema.gov
National Weather Service - Taunton at www.weather.gov/boston
National Weather Service - Albany, NY www.weather.gov/albany
Download the App!
For emergency notifications and information from MEMA and the National Weather
Service, sign up for Massachusetts Alerts: for information on how to download the free app
onto your smartphone, visit: www.mass.gov/mema/mobileapp
Safety Tip Sheet
At Home
• Consider all downed wires to be energized and dangerous, including telephone, fiber
optic and cable TV wires. They may be in contact with energized electric wires that are
not within your view.
• Keep refrigerator and freezer doors shut - food will stay six to nine hours in a refrigerator
without spoiling. Frozen foods will keep about 24 hours.
• If your home has flooding, check with an electrician before turning on anything.
• If the electricity goes out, use an alternative form of heat with caution. Fireplaces and
kerosene heaters can be dangerous without proper ventilation. Keep children away from
any alternative heat source.
• If cell phone dies while power is out, use a car charger to recharge phone until the
power in the house comes back on. Do this by plugging a car charger into the outlet
and turn the car on.
• Stick to one room for heat and close off unnecessary rooms in the house. Make sure
there are no air leaks in the room. Keep sunlight streaming through the windows in the
day, but block all windows at night.
• Keep hydrated and nourished in case the heat is out for an extended period. An unhealthy
body will be more susceptible to the cold than a healthy one.
• Pets must also be protected from the cold. When temperatures drop below freezing,
outdoor pets should be moved indoors or to a sheltered area to protect them from the cold.
• Salt and other chemicals used to melt snow and ice can irritate a pet’s paws. Wipe their
paws with a damp towel before your pets lick them and irritate their mouth.
• If you anticipate an extended outage, consider moving yourself and your family especially those with special needs - to an alternate location.
• To keep pipes from freezing, wrap them in insulation or layers of newspapers, covering
the newspapers with plastic to keep out moisture.
• Let faucets drip a little to avoid freezing.
• Know how to shut off water valves.
• If pipes freeze, remove insulation, completely open all faucets and pour hot water over
the pipes, starting where they are most exposed to the cold. A hand-held hair dryer, used
with caution, also works well.
• Suggested items for a Winter Emergency Car Kit include a flashlight with extra
batteries, a basic first-aid kit, necessary medications, a pocket knife, booster cables, a
blanket or a sleeping bag, extra clothes (including rain gear, mittens and socks), nonperishable foods, a non-electric can opener, sand for generating vehicle traction, tire
chains or traction mats, a basic tool kit (pliers, wrench, screwdriver), a tow rope, a

3

container of water and a brightly colored cloth to serve as a flag, if necessary.
• Ensure that your tires have adequate tread and keep your gas tank at least half-full. Plan
long trips carefully, listening to the latest weather reports and road conditions.
• Travel during the day, and if possible, try to take someone along with you.
• Be careful when shoveling snow. Over-exertion can bring on a heart attack - a major
cause of death in the winter.
If Caught Outside
• Seek some form of shelter immediately. Blowing winds can cause the wind chill
to reduce your core body temperature to dangerous levels. The risk of frostbite and
hypothermia increase every minute you are exposed to the cold weather.
• If you are wet, try to get dry. Lighting a small fire will not only provide warmth, but
will enable your clothing to dry out.
• Deep snow can actually act as insulation from the wind and cold temperatures. Digging
a snow cave can actually save your life.
• Stay hydrated, but do not eat snow. You need to melt snow before eating it. Your body
must still heat the ice and melt it. Instead, gather snow in some sort of vesicle and attach
it to your body for a slow melting process. A canteen inside your coat, but not directly
next to the skin will speed the melting process.
In a Car or Truck
• Never leave the vehicle. If you are stranded, the vehicle offers a form of protection from
overexposure to the cold. A single person walking through the snow is also harder to
find than a stranded car or truck.
• It is okay to run the car for short periods to provide some heat. Remember to crack the
windows a small amount to allow for the circulation of fresh air. Dangerous exhaust
fumes, including carbon monoxide, can build up very quickly. This is especially true if
the tailpipe is buried in the snow.
• Keep yourself moving. A car offers little room for you to keep your blood flowing,
but exercise is a must. Clap your hands, stomp your feet, and move around as much as
possible at least once an hour. In addition to keeping your body moving, keep your mind
and spirit from wandering too far into gloom. While potentially dangerous situations
are not a time of joy, keeping yourself from added stress will allow you to make smarter
decisions when necessitated.
• Make the car visible for a rescue. Hang bits of bright colored cloth or plastic from the
windows. If the snow has stopped falling, open the hood of the car as a signal of distress.
Make today and every day, a #VFWStrong Day!
Christine Tron
State Surgeon

Quartermaster’s Report

John Larney
Quartermaster

		
		

Comrades,
The job of State Quarter Master has been one of the biggest
challenges of my career. Every day is different, every day is a challenge, State Adjutant LeBeau along with our new office staffer Tara
are constantly working to be a better resource for you.
On the funny side of the street, at least once a week, we get a
call from someone waiting to rent the hall. We explain we are at
the State House and some still want to know how much we charge.
Two final notes: Please get your quarterly reports in! AND I want
to thank Stan King for all of his sage advise, support and friendship
during the transition from him to me as your Quartermaster.
John Larney
Quartermaster

Taps Final Farewell
From Medford post #1012
Salvatore F. Bruno
Joseph V. Bucci
Edward Holmes
Joseph J. McAdams
Francis J. Voss
David G. Wilson
(Retired Chief of Medford
Fire Department)
William E. Young
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Know the Five Signs
#ChangeMentalHealth
www.changedirection.org

District Meeting Dates
DISTRICT #1

DATE

TIME

POST #

10:00 AM

4524

TIME

POST #

05/06/18

10:00 AM

2452

03/18/18

1:00 PM

01/20/18

03/17/18

DISTRICT #5

DISTRICT #6

DISTRICT #7
Change

DISTRICT #8

05/05/18
DATE

03/25/18
DATE

COOTIE CORNER
Listen Up All Cooties! It’s been a long time since we’ve had
the occasion to communicate with all of you and we would
like to share some information with everyone. We currently
have three Pup Tents in Massachusetts: Pup Tent 14, Plymouth
Rock; Pup Tent 34, Salem Witch City; and Pup Tent 52, the
Western Warriors out of Chicopee. There is also a possibility
of a fourth Pup Tent starting up in the future in the Townsend
area. More will follow on that. However, we need your help!
We know that there are a number of Cootie ‘Members-at-Large’ out there. The majority of
you ended up that way as a result of your Pup Tents folding and turning in your charters. We
have lost many of them over the years. But we are still alive and doing our hospital work and
helping veterans. That’s what we do! We are asking that all Members-at-Large transfer to
one of our Pup Tents as soon as you can. You can join any one you want, but probably one
close to you would be best. We are not asking anyone to travel any distances or to change
your life style (although anyone wanting to get more involved would be very welcome to
do so). What we need is ‘at large’ members to join an existing Pup Tent. We need a total of
125 registered Pup Tent members to qualify for the Supreme to give us back the ‘Grand‘ of
Massachusetts, which we lost some years ago when our membership dropped to low. We can
do it with your help! We started in 1920, over 97 years ago….that’s a lot of history! Let’s
keep the Cooties traditions and legacy alive! Please see the contact information listed below.
Call us for any assistance you may need, we would be glad to help!
Yours in comradeship,
Jeff Najarian, Seam Squirrel, PT 14, (781) 985-4721
Christine Tron, Seam Squirrel, PT 34, (978) 587-3895
George Mengel, Seam Squirrel, PT 52, (413) 519-2487

National Home Pins
Comrades,
I have a limited supply of 2018 National Home pins for sale
at $5 each. All proceeds will go to the Department of Massachusetts National Home Fund. Email me at rjobe@vfwma.
org or mail me a check made out to Dept. of MA VFW and
put National Home pin in the memo line. My address is 6
Kristopher Ln. West Townsend, MA 01474.
If you are interested in becoming a National Home Life
member it’s easy and cheap. How Much? $35. WOW!! How to
join? Enter vfwnationalhome.org/membership in your web
browser. Fill out the online form and submit from there using your credit card to pay. You
can also download the form at the same location and mail it in with a check. If all else fails
– ask me for an application the next time you see me.
Russell Jobe
National Home Chairman

DISTRICT #9

Time Change

DISTRICT
#11

03/25/18

12:00 PM

3236

LUDLOW

DATE

TIME

DATE

04/22/18

02/18/18

04/15/18
DATE

TIME

11:00 AM
2:00 PM

2:00 PM
2:00 PM

2547

POST #
754

POST #

AMHERST

MEETING PLACE

UXBRIDGE

448

PITTSFIELD

1497

1:00 PM

12079

05/13/18

1:00 PM

DATE

MEETING PLACE

1385

03/11/18

1:00 PM

NORTH EASTON

MILLBURY

POST #

1:00 PM

MEETING PLACE

3329

TIME

02/18/18

10338
9566

GRAFTON

MEETING PLACE
LENOX

LANESBORO
DALTON

TIME

POST #

03/04/18

10:30 AM

8349

DATE

TIME

POST #

02/18/18

2:00 PM

3439

NORTH BROOKFIELD

04/15/18

2:00 PM

905

TIME

905

GARDNER

POST #

GARDNER

02/12/18

7:30 PM

2188

MIDDLEBORO

04/09/18

7:30 PM

8345

05/06/18

05/20/18
DATE

06/11/18
DATE

02/18/18
03/18/18

DISTRICT
#18

FOXBORO

NORWOOD

FREETOWN

04/15/18

Change

MEETING PLACE

6643

05/14/18

DISTRICT 17

2626

REVERE

TBD

12:00 PM

03/12/18

DISTRICT
#15

10:00 AM

TBD

MEETING PLACE

REVERE

05/20/18

03/18/18

DISTRICT
#12

10:00 AM

4524

POST #

04/08/18
DISTRICT
#10

10:00 AM

TIME

03/18/18

Since Junior Vice Commander Jeffrey Najarian has been carrying out his mission
of ensuring that training regarding the Know the Five Signs program throughout
the Department of Massachusetts, no opportunity is missed at events. At the State
Auxiliary Hospital Workshop at Brockton VAMC, which took place on October 7th,
2017, JVC Najarian conducted training on the subject. Approximately 100 attendees
were present: Department VFW and Auxiliary officers as well as comrades, sisters, and
brothers of the organization.
State Surgeon Christine Tron also takes every appropriate opportunity to teach Know
the Five Signs, too. While attending a national summit on mental health, hosted by the
Service Women Action Network, in Washington, D.C. in early November and attended
by many distinguished leaders in health care, legislative policy making, and government
organizations, she was given the chance to provide some training on this potentially lifesaving program.
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10:30 AM

2:00 PM
2:00 PM

7:30 PM
7:30 PM
7:30 PM

1093

905

6258
697

2846

TIME

POST #

10:30 AM

3291

10:30 AM

10:30 AM

1027

1274

05/20/18

10:30 AM

04/22/18

12:00 P.M.

DATE

TIME

POST #

10:00 AM

10334

10:00 AM

1012

DATE

MAY CONVENTION

03/11/18

04/15/18

05/13/18

METHUEN
IPSWICH

MEETING PLACE

GARDNER

MEETING PLACE

HALIFAX

MARSHFIELD

WHITMAN
ONSET

MEETING PLACE
PEPPERELL (Joint Mem.
Serv.)

HUDSON

NATICK

8164

TEWKSBURY

9917

Brewster

TIME

POST #

TBD

TBD

10:00 AM

MEETING PLACE

3007

MEETING PLACE
TBD

MEETING PLACE
WALTHAM

LEXINGTON

MEDFORD
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Monthly Membership Contest
Post: New Members Monthly Contest:
January 2018
February
March
April
May
June

$50.00 Prize & (2) Tickets VOD/PP Banquet
$50.00.00 Prize
$50.00 Prize (2) Tickets to Commander-In-Chief Banquet
$50.00 Prize
$50.00 Prize (2) Tickets to Awards Banquet (State Convention)
$100.00 Prize
Recruiter: New Members Monthly Contest:

January 2018
February
March
April
May
June

$50.00 Prize
$50.00 (2) Tickets C-In-C Banquet
$50.00 Prize
$50.00 Prize
(2) Tickets Awards Banquet (State Convention)
$100.00 Prize

Monthly Contest: Each month posts & recruiters leading with the most new members on
the last day of the month will received a monthly prize (listed above)
In the event of a tie a raffle drawing will be held to determine the winner. (Must have a
minimum (5) for posts, (5) for recruiters. Awards will be based on the current month totals
and not accumulative total. Every month posts and recruiters will have the opportunity to
compete as the contest re-starts over at the beginning of each month.
Post Commanders Contest Deadline: May 31, 2018
Post Commanders LEADING in their DIVISION as of May 31, 2016, at 8:00 AM and
reaching or exceeding the percentages listed below will be the guest of the State Commander
to attend the State Convention in June 2018. They will receive a full room and tax (2 nights)
and two (2) tickets to the Awards Luncheon
DIVISION 1 - 100%
DIVISION 4 - 100%
DIVISION 2 - 100%
DIVISION 5 - 100%
DIVISION 3 - 100%
All-State Post Award
ü Must have 100% or greater in Membership by June 30th 2018 at 8:00 AM
ü Must have all four (4) Quarterly Audits submitted
ü Must have submitted All Community Service Reports
ü Must have participated/purchase Buddy Poppies thru department
ü Must have participated in the Voice of Democracy Program (Entry)
ü Must have participated in the Patriot Pen Program (Entry)
ü Must have Submitted a Candidate to one of the following:
o Teacher Award, Police or Firefighters Award
ü Post Quartermaster MUST be Bonded for the full year
ü Post must have participated in a special project event or donation
ü Post must have participated in a National Home donation
ü Post must have participated in a Unmet Needs donation
All State Post Commander
Post Commander achieving All-State will receive the following:
• All State Post Commander’s Cap
• All State Post Commander’s Lapel pin
• A Distinctive Blue Blazer
• Two (2) ticket to the State Convention’s Awards Banquet
Post who achieve All-State after State Convention will be presented their items at the 1st
Council of Administration meeting. (Cap & lapel pin only)

Post Quartermaster’s Award
The Post Quartermaster of a Post that achieves ALL STATE POST status will receive
the Following:
• All State Quartermaster Lapel Pin
• Choice of an All State Quartermaster Cap or Blue Blazer (Jacket)
Post Quartermasters who achieve All-State after State Convention will be presented their
items at the 1st Council of Administration meeting. (Cap & lapel pin only)
All State District Commanders Award
District Commander must be 100% by 8:00 AM on JUNE 30, 2018
• All Posts in District MUST be Inspected by March 31, 2018
• Must have a Voice of Democracy District entry submitted to Department
• Must have a Patriots Pen entry submitted to Department
• Must have at least one Post in District submit a Candidate to the Department for
one of the following: Teachers Award, Police and/or Firefighter Awards
• Must have all Project Pins Paid
• District must have participated in a special project event or donation
• District must have participated in a donation to the National Home
• District must have participated in a donation to the Unmet needs program
All-State District Commander Will be awarded the following:
• An All State Commander’s Cap
• A Distinctive Jacket
• Two (2) tickets to the State Convention Awards Luncheon
• $200.00 Cash
District Commanders who achieve All-State after State Convention will be presented their
items at the 1st Council of Administration meeting. (Cap & lapel pin only)
District Quartermaster’s Award
The District Quartermaster that achieves ALL STATE District status will receive the following:
• All State Quartermaster Lapel Pin
• Choice of an All State Quartermaster Cap or Blue Blazer (Jacket)
District Quartermaster who achieve All-State after State Convention will be presented
their items at the 1st Council of Administration meeting. (Cap & lapel pin only)
District Commanders Contest
District Commanders LEADING their DIVISIONS and reaching or exceeding the
membership percentages listed below by May 31, 2018, at 8:00 AM will receive 250.00 Cash
Division members must be at least
I		
1001 to 2000 - 100% of last year’s membership
II
2001 to 2500 - 100% of last year’s membership
III
2501 to 3500 - 100% of last year’s membership
IV
3501 and over - 100% of last year’s membership
Reinstate Members Award
Post with the most reinstated members by June 1, 2018 will receive $250.00 cash award.
(Minimum of 25)
State Commander Special Membership Awards
Awards are in addition to the monthly membership contest.
• 5 Members Recruited: State Commanders Challenge Coin
• 10 Members Recruited: Top Three Challenge Coins
• 15 Members Recruited: (1) Commander’s Shirt
• 20 Members Recruited: (2) Tickets to the Commander’s Choice Event
• 25 Members Recruited: (2) Tickets to the Commander-in-Chief’s Reception
• 30 Members Recruited: (2) Tickets to the Awards Banquet (State Convention)
• 50 Members Recruited: (2) nights Hotel Stay (State Convention)

Post 639 Check Presentation
Chelsea, MA- The Veterans of Foreign Wars Massachusetts presented a check to Cheryl
Poppe, Superintendent of Soldiers’ Home in Chelsea on December 28th on behalf of Malden
VFW Post 639. The donation in the amount of $15,000 will go to the Quigley Hospital Recreation Fund which support a wide variety of recreational activities that meet the physical,
social, and emotional needs of the veterans who call Chelsea home. These activities revolve
around physical group exercise, arts and crafts, bingo, current events, group outings, and
many other social functions, including celebrations for all holidays. Present for the presentation was Past State Commander and Chairmen of
the Soldiers’ Home Board
of Trustees, Raymond C.
O’Brien, State Commander
Eric Segundo, State Jr. Vice
Jeff Najarjan, State Surgeon
Christine Tron, and Chief of
Staff PSC George Murray.
#vfwstrong
— with Jeffrey Najarian.
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DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
JENNIFER TAYLOR

Now that the holidays are over (and I hope you had a good one!) it is time to get back to
the business at hand. We are halfway through this administration, and I know we can make
it a banner year.
Welcome to our two newest auxiliaries – Medford VFW Auxiliary #1012 and Westborough
Memorial VFW Auxiliary #9013. I wish you many successful years ahead as you carry out
our mission of promoting patriotism and assisting our nation’s veterans and their families.
As of this writing, membership stands at 88.07% with only 532 more members needed to
reach 100% plus for this year. Contact your unpaid members, reinstate your former members
and recruit new members. I know we will be successful in reaching our goal.
Congratulations to all the winners and participants in the Voice of Democracy and Patriot’s
Pen contests. We can rest easy knowing that our nation’s future will be in the hands of these
wonderful young people.
VFW Auxiliary dates to remember:
Jan. 27		
Council of Administration Meeting/
		District Presidents’ Conference		Millbury
Feb. 8-11
National Mid-Winter Conference		
Nashville, TN
Feb. 14 		
Salute to Hospitalized Veterans
Bedford VAMC
Feb. 17 		
Department Mid-Winter Conference
Melrose
Mar. 4-8
National Legislative Conference		
Washington, DC
Mar. 11
Magic of Ireland fundraiser 		
Millbury
Mar. 24 		
Pre-Convention Jamboree			
Lowell
Jennifer Taylor
State President
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Women Veterans Section
You may not realize it, but
the Department of Massachusetts VFW has a strong women
veterans advocate who has been
performing outreach at veterans’ events. She has been to
these events not only spreading
the word regarding benefits that
women veterans have earned
through service in the Armed
Forces but also to emphasize
that the VFW is a premier organization to join for women, too.
That advocate is and has been
the current State Surgeon Christine Tron. These are some of the events that Christine represented us and spoke with other women veterans to hear of their concerns in 2017:
• Salute to Veteran-Patients: Bedford VAMC (February 14th)
• Ricky Lee Concert: Chelsea Soldiers Home (February 16th)
• VFW National Legislative Conference: Washington, D.C. (February 27th-March 1st)
• Veterans Stand Down: Boston City Hall Plaza (September 8th)
• Metro West Women’s Conference: Framingham (September 14th)
• Big “E”: West Springfield (September 15th)
• Agent Orange Discussion: Danvers VFW Post (September 21st)
• Western Massachusetts Stand Down: Springfield (September 29th)
• Topsfield Fair (October 7th)
• Senator Markey Town Hall Meeting: Peabody (October 10th)
• College Night Presentation: Reading Armory (October 12th)
• College Night Presentation: Taunton Armory (October 17th)
• Women In Military Service (WIMSA) 20th Anniversary Dedication Ceremonies: 		
Arlington National Cemetery, VA (October 20th/21st)
• “Girl Power” Presentation: Beverly High School (October 24th)
• Women Veterans Town Hall Meeting, Panel Member: Peabody (October 25th)
• Veterans’ Expo: Chelsea Soldiers Home (November 2nd)
• New England Genealogical Society Presentation, Panel Member: Boston (November 8th)
• Women Veterans Appreciation Day: State House, Boston (November 10th)
• Photo Entry Exhibition “Honoring Our Heroes” Reception: Art Brush Gallery Lowell: 		
(November 11th)
• Service Women Action Network Annual Summit 2017: Washington, D.C. (November 		
13th-14th)
• Women Veterans Network Craft Day: Worcester (December 10th)
• Christmas Party hosted by VFW Post #144: Chelsea Soldiers Home (December 14th)
• National Wreaths Across America Day Ceremony: Newbury (December 16th)
• “Soldier On”, Women’s Domicile: Leeds, Northampton VA Campus (December 18th)
• Boston Vet Center Open House (December 19th)
• January-December: Regular Coffee and Donuts Social Hour at Herrick House: Beverly
In addition, as a member of the Women Veterans Network Steering Committee (which
is governed by the Massachusetts Department of Veterans Services) who regularly attends
monthly meetings, Christine has the unique opportunity to plan for events that enrich and
celebrate our veterans and families.
Upcoming significant events in 2018 where Christine is scheduled to participate where the
voices of women veterans in Massachusetts will be represented are as follows:
• VFW National Legislative Conference: Washington, D.C. (March 4th-8th)
• Women Veterans’ Retreat, Department of Pennsylvania: Mechanicsburg, PA
(March 23rd-24th)
• Women Veterans Network 10th Annual Conference: Devens Conference Center 		
(May 19th)
• Women Veterans’ Leadership and Diversity Conference: Arlington, VA
(November 9th-11th)
You can contact Christine regarding women veterans’ events and issues at ctron@vfwma.org.

POW/MIA
Chair Dedication
Congressional lawmakers lauded the addition of a new
chair to the U.S. Capitol, which will honor American
prisoners of war and the thousands of service members
missing in action.
U.S. House and Senate leaders, Massachusetts legislators and veterans advocates unveiled
and dedicated the commemorative chair, which will sit in Emancipation Hall at the U.S.
Capitol Visitor Center.

HHHHHHHHHHHHHH
HHHHHHHHHHHHHH

Our Nation’s Capital received unveiled a POW/MIA Chair thanks due to the efforts of the
VFW MA supporting a bill sponsored by our legislative representatives in Congress. Seen
here are Senator Elizabeth Warren and Representative Stephen Lynch of the South Shore
with State Commander Eric Segundo, Brian Willette, and Adjutant Bill LeBeau.
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Guess who this is!

Spotlight on…..
Beverly Fortunato
Post #545

Can you guess which of our state officers are
pictured below? (no fair peeking at the name tapes!)
So young…….so innocent……..

BEVERLY EVENING TIMES
BEVERLY, MASS. THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 1920
Large and Enthusiastic Meeting Held at New Headquarters -Officers Elected
A large and enthusiastic meeting was held on
Wednesday evening for the organization of a
Beverly post of the Veterans of Foreign Wars. To
say that is started off successfully would be stating
it mildly, for quoting the words of Comrade W.
A. Cripps of the Boston Post, who was present to
install the officers, it was one of the best beginnings
he had ever seen and augured well for its future
success. Through the kindness of the Red Diamond
club, fine quarters for the meeting were obtained in
the webber block, 141 Cabot Street.
After a very interesting talk by Comrade Cripps,
every man present was sworn into the order and then
and there a Beverly post of the Veterans of Foreign
Wars became a reality.
The following officers were elected unanimously,
showing the fine spirit of co-operation that prevailed
throughout the evening.
Commander, James J. Dennis, who during the war served in the United States navy as a
machinist’s mate. He was in the United States mine forces, stations at Inverness, Scotland
and saw 13 months of service.
Senior vice-commander, Webster R. Stewart, who was a wagoner in the 5th Sanitary Train
of the 5th Division, which organization made a very enviable reputation for itself in the
Argonne and Verdun drives by the American forces, and also its Luxembourg occupation.
Junior vice-commander, Arthur J. Richards, a sergeant in the field hospital, attached to
the 5th Division.
Adjutant, W.J. Petlipas, who served in Battery F and Headquarters company of the 101st
Field Artillery, 26th division during their service of over 18 months in France.
Quartermaster: W.J. Kenney, who served with the Motor Transport corps 12 months in France.
The next meeting will be held Friday evening, November 12, when a big delegation of new
members will be initiated, and from present indications promises to be a gain night for this
29-year-old organization of men who have been in the United States serving either in foreign
wars or on foreign soil, Cuba, China, Mexico or France.
This is a reproduction of an article and the original spelling and grammar have been
maintained to replicate its authenticity. The post began meeting at the GAR Hall at a later
time. Photo was added to provide historic perspective of period architecture. – the Editor
Want your post’s history to be likewise highlighted? Send in an article to the editor:
ctron@vfwma.org

Foxboro VFW
Post 2626

Shown Left to Right: Commander
Warren Wright, Quartermaster Bertha
Maloof, Director Nichole Hand, VFW
Volunteer Patty Shea and Senior Vice
Commander Michael Wright.

In November and part of December, the
Foxboro VFW Post 2626 held a donation drive
for new socks, sweatshirts, and sweatpants
to distribute to the homeless veterans so they
could help keep warm throughout the season.
They received 30 sets of sweats and 250 pairs
of socks which they matched.
On December 20th, the post went to the New
England Center and Home for Veterans located
at 17 Court Street in Boston, Massachusetts
where they met with Director Nichole Hand
(shown above) and presented her with 60 sets
of sweats and 500+ pairs of socks.

See Answers
on Pg. 10

Townsend Santa Claus Program
Christmas Eve and Santa Claus
may come just once a year, but
in Townsend Santa Claus comes
in multiples…at least between
5:00 and 8:00 p.m. on Christmas
Eve. Santa may be a plumber,
a policeman, an information
technology specialist, a truck
driver, a programmer, a consultant,
or a CNC machinist. He might
be short or tall. He may arrive
in a pick-up truck or a pleasure
car. What the seven Santa’s who
delivered gifts which had been
provided by the families to 332
children at 111 Townsend addresses on Christmas Eve 2017 have in common is their
affiliation with the Townsend VFW Post #6538 and its Auxiliary Santa Claus Program. All
are volunteers as are the other twenty behind the scene workers who also gave up their own
Christmas Eve to make this program for the children of Townsend run smoothly.
Community Service projects and activities for young people are carried out on a regular
basis by the Townsend VFW and its Auxiliary. The Townsend VFW Christmas Eve Santa
Claus Program has been in existence for thirty-nine years.
It requires many hours of planning over a couple of months in order for everything to
fall into place on Christmas Eve. The details of the program first have to be made known
to the parents and grandparents of Townsend through a typed, form letter which is mailed
to all Townsend and West Townsend Postal Patrons and via newspaper articles. The VFW
Function Hall has to be reserved for gift drop-off on a particular afternoon. Once the dropoff day arrives representatives of the VFW and Auxiliary have to be there to ensure that the
gifts are properly tagged with the child’s full name, age, and address as well as information
about other children and pets who will be there. (Santa is naturally expected to know
specific information about all boys and girls and their pets!) Names of children receiving
gifts are carefully logged and the gifts are placed in bags by streets.
When the gifts are all in, the real job begins. Armed with the knowledge of how many
different residences need to be visited and how many visits one man can make within a
Townsend Santa Claus Program, continued on page 8
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Townsend Santa Claus Program, continued from page 7
three-hour period and a good Townsend street map, the Santa routing is worked out on paper.
Once it has been established how many routes are needed, the recruiting of Santa’s and
drivers begins.
When enough people have volunteered for these positions so that the routing as done on
paper is assured, all the gifts are sorted through and properly packed by route.
Everyone who will actually go out on Christmas Eve is given a copy of their route ahead
of time so that the drivers may locate the houses during daylight hours and the Santa’s many
familiarize themselves with all the children’s names.
When the big day finally arrives, the adults working on the program become as excited as
the youngsters who are eagerly awaiting Santa’s arrival. Between 4:00 and 5:00 p.m. the Post
Function Hall is in sheer pandemonium. Seven normal human males are being transformed
into jolly, red figures through the expert application of artificial padding, make-up, and hair
pieces. While the Santa’s are dressing and being made-up, the helpers and drivers are picking
up candy canes and arranging the gifts in their vehicles for the children on their route.
Following the mass exodus just prior to 5:00 p.m., the Post Function Hall returns to normal
as the preparation supplies are picked up and a meal is set out in anticipation of the return
of the Santa teams.
The Christmas Eve Santa Claus Program Coordinator waits by the phone just in case any
calls about the program should come. There is only one, so apparently everything is running
smoothly. By 7:10 p.m. the first Santa group returns. Slowly the others trickle in. The scene
is always the same.
The Santa’s are extremely warm in their heavy suits and exhausted, but everyone is smiling.
Fortunately, in spite of the icy conditions none of the Santa’s sleighs has been involved in
an accident and no Santa fell. As they eat and relax, tales of the evening’s experiences are
shared. A quiet euphoria fills the room. Everyone is pleased.
The Townsend VFW Post and its Auxiliary have again successfully spread joy within
their community.

Open Letter to our VFW
‘Members-at-Large’
This letter is going out to all of our ‘Members-at-Large’ by means of an open invitation to
each and every one of you to join one of the many local VFW Posts located near you. It’s as
easy as filling out an application, signing it and sending it in. We would be happy to assist
you in locating a Post, sending you the application and answering any questions that you may
have.
We know there are many reasons why you have remained a Member-at-Large (MAL) and,
possibly, one of them is because you weren’t ever asked to join. We are asking now! Please
join us as a Post member!
You have become an MAL due to any of a number of reasons. It could have been due to
personality conflicts, disillusionment with your Post, constraints on your time or, more than
likely, due to your Post closing and the loss of your charter, in which case and unless you
request it, the members automatically become Members-at-Large. Whatever the
reason, now is the time to join a Post! We all know that there is strength in numbers and
we hope that you could become an active member, at least to the extent that your schedules
would allow, but join a post!
Did you know that the VFW National Commander-in-Chief has spoken before Congress 22
times this past year alone, fighting for Veterans issues and their rights. When he goes before
Congress they knows that he is speaking for all of the VFW Membership. Our motto is ‘No
one does more for Veterans’. We live up to this motto every day through all of the activities
we are involved with or sponsor. The many programs, scholarships given, community service
done, helping many of our veterans with their claims for disability and compensation, the
amount of monetary contributions made to a myriad causes. The list goes on and on!
We all do our part and we hope that you will assist us by considering transferring to one of
our Posts. Another motto we go by is: ‘If not us, then who’! Lets’ make the VFW voice so
strong that no one will ever doubt our cause or diminish our name!
Please contact us if we can assist you in any way.
Jeff Najarian
State Jr. Vice Commander
(781-985-4721)
Mike Raymond
State Membership Chairman
(603-608-6898)

We Support
Our Vets

January 2018

100% POSTS & DISTRICTS
(as of January 17, 2018)
POST

DIST

TOTAL

PRIOR
YR

PERCENT

NORTHEASTERN
UNIV

6536

1

41

41

100.00%

12158

1

45

34

132.35%

SOMERSET

8500

TOWN

WEST ROXBURY

SOUTH BOSTON

FAIRHAVEN

WESTPORT

SOUTH HADLEY

LUDLOW

EASTHAMPTON

2902

2892

8502

3104

3236

3422

1

6

6

6

7

138

10

10

929

15

BEDFORD

1628

TOWNSEND

HOLLISTON

6538

8507

55

138

10

FRAMINGHAM

58

59

7

7

675

7389

62

40

164

BRADFORD

WESTMINSTER

40

82

164

7352
545

87

18

7

SPRINGFIELD

BEVERLY

18

10
11

15

55

88

86

44

105

54

87

86

43

104

100.00%

106.09%

100.00%

105.08%

105.45%

100.00%

101.85%

100.00%

101.14%

100.00%

100.00%

102.32%

100.96%

15

230

225

102.22%

111

106

104.71%
113.94%

15

48

42

114.28%

NORTH BILLERICA

8819

15

SOMERVILLE

529

18

384

337

18

60

59

101.69%

17

1315

1226

107.25%

BOURNE

STONEHAM

WALTHAM

DISTRICT 17

5988
620

2152

17

18

448
78

246
71

182.11%

109.85%

State’s Oldest Post Commander

Left to right: Ralph Stover, Bob Hopkins, Vinnie Trunfio and Keith Jackson.
Under the leadership of State's oldest post commander, 92-year-old Vinnie
Trunfio, Holliston's VFW Post 8507 closed out its 70th anniversary celebratory
events in November with a luncheon buffet at which he, Ralph Stover and Bob
Hopkins were commended by District 15 Senior Vice-Commander Keith Jackson
for breathing new life into their post over the past year and attaining better
than100% membership renewal.
Paul Deschenes
VFW Post 8507
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3 Reasons to Join a
Veteran Service Organization
“3 Reasons to Join a Veteran Service Organization” By Sarah Maples, a former Air
Force Intelligence officer (2000-2007) and an Afghanistan veteran. She is the creator
of the veterans resource blog, After the DD-214, and currently serves as the Director,
National Security and Foreign Affairs, for the Veterans of Foreign Wars.
It took me a long time to join a veteran service organization. To be honest, before I joined
one, I didn’t fully understand the value of being part of these groups. You may have similar
reasons for not joining: You may think they aren’t relevant to you, or maybe you think you
won’t be welcome. Or that you have to wait until you leave active duty to join. Or maybe
you simply picture a bunch of old guys in funny hats sitting around drinking and smoking
in a dark and dingy bar.
Whatever reason you may have for not getting involved with a VSO, let me give you three
reasons why I think you should reconsider.
1. You get the opportunity to make an impact.
Many who have served say that one thing they enjoyed was being part of something greater
than themselves. VSOs can give you that, too.
While almost all VSOs are active in their communities, many are also active on the national
stage, developing and advancing policies and laws that improve services and benefits that
millions of service members, veterans, their families and survivors receive. They testify to
Congress and walk the halls of the Pentagon, taking the concerns and complaints of those
who serve and have served to the ears of the very individuals who can address them. (And,
if you are still serving, saying things you and your leadership may not be allowed to say.)
Many VSOs offer opportunities for leadership positions at the local, state, regional, and
national levels, giving their members the opportunity to be actively involved in the advocacy
process. The Forever GI Bill, troop pay raises, correcting 12304b benefit discrepancies for
Guard and Reserve mobilizations, declassification of toxic exposure-related documents, and
Department of Veterans Affairs accountability are just a few of the legislative and policy
areas VSOs have fought in the last year alone.
2. It’s where your battle buddies hang out.
At its heart, a VSO is a military alumni network. They are places where those who don the
uniform can come together and enjoy one of the things they enjoyed most about serving: the people.
The mission and composition of VSOs vary: Some require service overseas, others are
comprised of disabled or wounded veterans, still others may focus on minority groups or
even a shared religion. But all of them are built around bringing together individuals with a
common background in a place where they can share camaraderie and develop relationships.
Social opportunities may include regular local meetings, national conventions, annual
retreats, monthly dinners or drink meetups, community service projects, business or
employer networking events, movie previews, travel opportunities, group workouts, and
even formal balls and galas. Whether you are looking for a lead on a job, social support after
relocating to a new town, advice for what to expect when you transition off active duty, a
place to do yoga, or even just a place to tell a story without having to explain the acronymsthere’s a VSO for that.
3. They have access to resources and information.
One of the advantages of an alumni network is that those who have gone before are willing
to reach back and assist the next generation. VSOs are no different: Philanthropy and service
are key tenets of VSOs and they offer a variety of different kinds of programs and assistance,
often for the both the veteran and his/her family, to include surviving dependents. Services
often include scholarships and fellowships, financial need grants, employment and education
help, discharge upgrade services, caregiver support and legal advice, to name a few. Several
are also accredited by the VA to file and assist with disability claims, including for those
transitioning off active duty.
Additionally, they are often the best place to find information on what’s happening in the
military and veteran communities. Through magazines, newsletters, webinars, podcasts,
meetings, guidebooks, research projects, and social media, VSOs work hard to find the most
important and latest information about the topics that matter to their members and many
have access to people and places that you may never have access to on your own, to include
the people and organizations responsible for overseeing services, policies, and benefits for
service members, veterans, and their families.
Veteran service organizations aren’t just places to drink a beer — though many offer that
if that’s what you’re looking for. They are organizations that provide a variety of benefits to
their members, their communities, and to the broader military and veteran populations as a
whole. And the more members they have, the more they can do on all fronts.
If you don’t yet belong to a VSO, I challenge you to put aside any stereotypes or preconceived notions you may have and go explore them. Check out their social media. Subscribe
to their newsletters. Or walk-in to the closest post, service platoon, or chapter. See what they
have to offer and how you can contribute. What do you have to lose?
If you aren’t sure where to start, you can check out VA’s VSO directory. It breaks out which
VSOs are nonprofits chartered by Congress, which are accredited to assist with VA claims,
and provides contact information for them and others.
Article can be found at: https://taskandpurpose-com.cdn.ampproject.org/c/s/taskandpurpose.com/3-reasons-join-veteran-service-organization/amp/
Eric Segundo
State Commander
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“SINGLE DIGITS TO SUCCESS”
Posts needing 9 or less for 100%
(as of January 17, 2018)

TOWN
BOSTON
SOUTH BOSTON
EAST BOSTON
DORCHESTER
REVERE
BOSTON
SHARON
HOLBROOK
ATTLEBORO
NORTH ATTLEBORO
FALL RIVER
SWANSEA
NEW BEDFORD
DARTMOUTH
CHICOPEE
WESTFIELD
WALES
DEERFIELD
SHELBURNE FALLS
NORTHFIELD
WORCESTER
BLACKSTONE
WEBSTER
UXBRIDGE
GRAFTON
MILFORD
SOUTHBOROUGH
WORCESTER
UPTON
OXFORD
EAST DOUGLAS
ROCHDALE
SHREWSBURY
NORTH ADAMS
ADAMS
HOUSATONIC
GREAT BARRINGTON
LANESBORO
GLOUCESTER
MARBLEHEAD
AMESBURY
DANVERS
GEORGETOWN
CLINTON
ATHOL
LEOMINSTER
NORTH BROOKFIELD
ASHBURNHAM
HULL
ONSET
HALIFAX
NATICK
WILMINGTON
BILLERICA
WESTFORD
LITTLETON
SUDBURY
DRACUT
MASHPEE
EAST DENNIS
WOBURN
MEDFORD
WATERTOWN
ARLINGTON
LEXINGTON
WINCHESTER
SOMERVILLE
BURLINGTON
NORTH READING

POST
144
561
608
1758
4524
8772
7238
9813
115
443
486
2045
3260
9059
625
1847
2596
3295
8503
9874
312
498
654
1385
1497
1544
3276
3657
5594
5663
7554
7556
10278
996
1995
8183
8348
10338
1624
2005
2016
2359
7608
523
650
1807
3439
5509
1787
2846
6258
1274
2458
2597
6539
6556
8771
9307
5489
10274
543
1012
1105
1775
3007
3719
6800
7423
10874

DIST
1
1
1
1
1
1
5
5
6
6
6
6
6
6
7
7
7
7
7
7
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
9
9
9
9
9
10
10
10
10
10
11
11
11
11
11
12
12
12
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
17
17
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18

TOTAL
85
124
22
61
82
71
21
22
93
51
99
57
117
83
90
38
18
45
61
48
20
21
47
110
50
30
21
81
61
101
43
32
20
103
26
64
97
24
107
95
113
68
68
59
60
76
74
20
62
55
56
127
84
33
66
33
22
36
33
43
62
164
63
37
37
78
171
61
25

PRIOR YR
87
133
23
65
83
73
29
26
99
58
104
65
126
88
95
41
22
51
65
57
26
25
55
117
56
33
23
90
65
109
45
39
21
112
28
73
106
29
112
96
118
73
72
68
67
78
81
22
64
62
58
136
90
39
70
34
24
42
35
47
68
170
71
39
41
80
177
65
28

PERCENT
97.70%
93.23%
95.65%
93.84%
98.79%
97.26%
72.41%
84.61%
93.93%
87.93%
95.19%
87.69%
92.85%
94.31%
94.73%
92.68%
81.81%
88.23%
93.84%
84.21%
76.92%
84.00%
85.45%
94.01%
89.28%
90.90%
91.30%
90.00%
93.84%
92.66%
95.55%
82.05%
95.23%
91.96%
92.85%
87.67%
91.50%
82.75%
95.53%
98.95%
95.76%
93.15%
94.44%
86.76%
89.55%
97.43%
91.35%
90.90%
96.87%
88.70%
96.55%
93.38%
93.33%
84.61%
94.28%
97.05%
91.66%
85.71%
94.28%
91.48%
91.17%
96.47%
88.73%
94.87%
90.24%
97.50%
96.61%
93.84%
89.28%

# to 100%
2
9
1
4
1
2
8
4
6
7
5
8
9
5
5
3
4
6
4
9
6
4
8
7
6
3
2
9
4
8
2
7
1
9
2
9
9
5
5
1
5
5
4
9
7
2
7
2
2
7
2
9
6
6
4
1
2
6
2
4
6
6
8
2
4
2
6
4
3
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VFW Commander-in-Chief to
Make Visit to Massachusetts
National VFW Commander-in-Chief Keith Harman will
be making his visit to The Commonwealth on March 8-11,
2018. During his time in Massachusetts, Chief Harman will
visit with members, make post visitations and meet with
our military service members. A banquet will be held in his
honor on Saturday, March 10, 2018 at the Joseph L. Mottolo
VFW Post 4524, located at their new post address, 61 Lucia
Avenue, Revere, MA commencing at 11:30am. (Please visit
www.vfwma.org for banquet info and tickets).
Keith E. Harman was elected Commander-in-Chief of the
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the U.S. on July 26, 2017, at the
118th VFW National Convention in New Orleans, La. Keith
served in the U. S. Army from 1967 to 1969. He served in
Vietnam as a crew chief and door gunner on UH-1 Huey helicopters. His decorations include
the Air Medal, Vietnam Service Medal with two bronze service stars, Republic of Vietnam
Gallantry Cross with Palm Unit Citations, Vietnam Campaign Medal, and the Aircraft Crew
member Badge.
Keith joined the VFW in 1983 at Post 3035 in Delphos, Ohio, where he is a Gold Legacy Life
member. He has served in elected and appointed positions at Post, District and Department levels,
culminating with his election as Commander of the VFW Department of Ohio in 2004, where
he achieved All-American status. On the national level, he has served on several committees,
including the National Council of Administration from 2006 to 2008, and as Chairman of the
National Veterans Service Committee. He is a life member of the VFW National Home, Military
Order of the Cootie, AMVETS, Disabled American Veterans, Vietnam Veterans of America, and
a member of American Legion and Alpha Troop Alumni Association. Keith attended Griffin Jr.
College and Kansas State Teachers College. He is retired with 22 years of service as a county
veterans’ service officer. He and his wife, Mary Lou, make their home in Delphos, Ohio. They
have two children, Adam and Keri, and five grandchildren.

FIELD TRAINING 2018-2019
1

2

VFW Post 6539
67 West Prescott St
Westford, MA

May 19, 2018

3

VFW Post 2007
84 Eastern Ave
Dedham, MA

4

June 2, 2018

VFW Post 8006
18 Meadow St
Florence, MA

5

June 3, 2018

VFW Post 1385
16 Cross Rd
Uxbridge, MA

VFW Post 1788
22 Church St
Rockland, MA

June 16, 2018

June 30, 2018

VFW Posts and Districts are at the heart of the VFW. From members to officers, you each play a
vital role in the success and future of the VFW. This training will provide you with tips and insight
into VFW officers responsibilities, VFW traditions, programs, and other ways to improve your
knowledge of the VFW. This training is your one-stop-shop to access the tools and resources
designed to ensure you and your post succeed.Each training starts at 9:00AM

•
•
•
•
•

2018-2019 Membership Program
New Programs
Special Project
Adjutant/QM Duties-updates
Legislative update

•
•
•
•
•

State VFW Foundation
Communications/email/website
Trustees Duties
Officer Duties
And more

REGISTRATION FEE IS $15.00 PER PERSON AND INCLUDES LUNCH (BY-LAWS & RITUAL
MANUAL CAN BE PURCHASE SEPARATELY) EACH LOCATION/TRAINING IS OPEN TO ALL
MEMBERS. PAYMENTS CAN BE MADE ONLINE AT THE WWW.VFWMA.ORG STORE (OTI
REGISTRATION) OR BY MAIL TO: DEPT. OF MA VFW ROOM 546-1 24 BEACON STREET
BOSTON, MA 02133-1043.

NAME_______________________________________POST #_______________
ADDRESS ___________________________________PHONE_______________
INDICATE WHICH TRAINING DATE/LOCATION ________ # of Attendees______

June 8, 2018- June 10, 2018
Doubletree by Hilton Leominster
99 Erdman Way
Leominster, MA 01453
Room Rate: $105.00 per night total with tax $117.28

ONLINE RESERVATIONS:
Visit website: http://leominster.doubletree.com
1. Enter your arrival and departure dates.
2. Enter the amount of rooms you would like and the number of people occupying in each room.
3. Below, in small blue lettering, you will see “Add Special Rate Codes” --- Click on that link.
4. In the box “Group Code” --- Enter VFW
5. Click on Check Rooms & Rates.
6. Proceed with choosing your discounted room type and booking your reservation.
HOTEL RESERVATIONS BY PHONE:
Call (978) 534-9000 and ask for reservations
Inform them you would like to “make a reservation under the Group Code VFW”
for the 98th VFW State Convention and dates.
For additional information, contact the State Headquarters at 617-727-2612
You will need to secure your room with a credit card. You will NOT be charged until check-in.
If paying by check, you still need to reserve the room online or by phone with a credit card, and then
present the check at check-in if not paying with a credit card.

No One Does More For Veterans

January 2018
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CANTON HOSPITAL CHRISTMAS PARTY 2017
Comrades, my heartfelt thanks to all of those who volunteered to help or assist me
with this year’s highly successful 70th Annual Canton Childrens’ Christmas Party at the
Massachusetts Hospital School this past December 11th! In addition, my thanks to the over
25 VFW Members (not everyone made it into the picture) who took the time to attend this
special event. To my Co-Chairmen this past year, PSC and past Canton Hospital Chairman
John Martin and Past District Commander Matt Ching and to the rest of the committee, thank
you very much for all your assistance. And to the staff of the
Canton Hospital thank you all as well! The dedication you
show and valuable assistance helped make this a success. I
am both pleased and honored to have been asked to chair this
event. It was rewarding to me in many ways and those who
attended can attest to what I mean. We bring joy and happiness
to all of these special children living and going to school
at this facility. When you see the smiles on their faces, the
enthusiasm...it is both heartwarming and disconcerting at the
same...you are encouraged and moved by their capabilities,
yet saddened that these children (or anyone) should have to
suffer and deal with handicaps. As many of you know, when
I visit a Post, a District or an event, I have been soliciting
for funds. This is due to the fact that, besides the gifts that

we purchase for the childrens’ party, each year we
send one graduating senior and their attendant to
Disney World for a weeks vacation. As you can
imagine, this can be expensive! That is why we seek
donations. I have been told by our quartermaster that
we have received donation just over $5,000 dollars!
This is very encouraging indeed. However, we are
seeking more donations during the rest of the year
to ensure we have sufficient funds available. As a
result, anyone wishing to make a donation, a private
person, a member, a Post, a District, the company
you work for, etc., you can do so by making a check
out to: The Department of Massachusetts VFW and place in the ‘memorandum’ section of the
check: ‘for Canton Christmas Party’ and send it to Quartermaster John Larney, Department of
Massachusetts VFW, State House, Room 546-1, 24 Beacon Street, Boston, MA 01233. Any
donations would be appreciated and will go to a great cause. Thank you all very much for your
support! Please, if you have any questions, do not hesitate to call me at 781-985-4721.
Regards,
Jeff

Boston Marathon Service Member Relay
The 2018 Boston Marathon is going to be an event celebrating the service and sacrifice or
military service members and first responders. This year will be not only the 5th anniversary
of the Boston Marathon Bombing but the 100th anniversary of a military relay that took place
in lieu of the marathon during World War I.
100 years ago while the nation was focused on war, local military units and bases decided
to not let this disrupt the annual tradition of the Boston Marathon. In the marathon’s stead,
14 teams of 10 conducted a relay race running the length of the marathon showing that
nothing can stop the American athletic spirit. Similarly, in 2013 the Boston Marathon finish
line was itself the site of a terrorist attack which failed to disrupt the spirit of tradition and
competitiveness.
In recognition of the marathon’s ability to withstand civil conflict, war, and terrorism, the
Boston Athletic Association would like to recognize the commitment of the first responders
and military service members who enabled this tradition to continue.
To support this recognition, we would like to find service members and veterans from the
towns along the route to participate in a relay modeling the 1918 run. This relay will break
up the 26.2 mile marathon enabling all service members to participate irrespective of age or
disability. We are looking to find veterans from all branches of service, multiple generations
of conflict, and any physical disability or limitation. We are looking for active duty, national
guard, reserve, and discharged veterans to participate.
As the marathon is rapidly approaching, we understand it may be difficult to hit all the
demographics we are looking for but we will try our best. If you have a veteran in mind that
is not from one of the 8 towns along the route, please still consider having them participate.
Additionally, we are also looking for stories to highlight in the run-up to the event by

Answers to “Guess who this is!”

showcasing veterans through press releases and social media about their time in service,
their involvement in their communities, and defining the 2018 Boston Marathon theme of
the Year of Service. If you know of a service member or first responder that was present for
or participated in the 2013 Boston Marathon, we would like to share their story as well. The
BAA will also begin to promote this event using the hashtag #PassTheBaton.
What we’ll need is an email sent to  JAMES.SANTOS@BOSTON.GOV  with the following
information:
• Name of the veteran
• Hometown/Current town
• Branch(es) of service
• Generation of Conflict
• Running history and times (Please reference if they have a profile on athlinks, racemenu, etc)
Here is a link to a promotional video the BAA put out last month:
https://www.facebook.com/BostonMarathon/videos/10155018345096657/
Also Reference:  http://www.baa.org/news-and-press/news-listing/2017/december/bostonathletic-association-unveils-campaign-for-2018-boston-marathon.aspx
Jimmy Santos
Community Relations Specialist
Office of Veterans’ Services
43 Hawkins Street
617-241-VETS  (8387)

from page 9:

Answers
Top Left: State Quartermaster John Larney
Top Right: Past State Commander and National Council Member Robert Graser
Bottom Right: Past Randolph Post Commander Rene Fuertes

God Bless America!!!
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NEWSPAPER DEADLINE DATES
April 15th, 2018: Printed Edition

•
•
•
•
•
•

Please submit all entries as a Word document.
Ensure all photos are accompanied by a brief explanation of the subject to include
identifying all persons and their titles, the event, date, and the importance.
Ensure submissions are timely (a past event that is not older than three months or an
upcoming one that is not within one month past deadline)
Entries are accepted on a continuous basis and not just as a deadline approaches
Submissions, questions, and comments should be sent to the Massachusetts VFW
State Newspaper Editor Christine Tron at ctron@vfwma.org
Your input is important and encouraged!
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Never Forgotten
This February 16, 2018 at Holyoke City Hall, VFW
Post 801, South Hadley VFW Post 3104, the VFW
Department Of Massachusetts, the Yankee Division
Veterans Association’s Holyoke Chapter and Military
Order of the Purple Heart will hold a ceremony in honor
of PVT George G. Clarke, Missing In Action. The follow Proclamation will be issued by
Mayor Alex B. Morse.
Where as: George G. Clarke was a resident of Holyoke and Lived at 244 Sergeant Street.
Where as: George G. Clarke answered our nations call to service in 1917
Where as: Pvt. George G. Clarke served in as a member of the American Expeditionary
Forces (AEF) in France under the Command of General John J. Pershing
Where as: Pvt. George G. Clarke while assigned to Company F, 104th Infantry Regiment,
26th Infantry Division gave is life during the battle at Chemin des Dames, France, a sector
between Pinon Forest and Pargny-Filain.
Where As: Pvt. George G. Clarke is memorialized on the Tablets of the Missing at OiseAisne American Cemetery, Fere-en-Tardenois, France
Where As: The George G. Clarke Veterans of Foreign Wars
Post 801 of Holyoke Massachusetts is named in his honor and
also to perpetuate the memory of our Holyoke Son and fallen
Patriot.
Where As: George G. Clarke Private, U.S. Army, 104th
Infantry Regiment, 26th Division was killed on February 17th,
1918 and is one of over 4500 American Service Members who
remain Missing In Action from the First World War.
There For: Be it proclaimed February 17th, 2018 on the
100th anniversary of his death, “Private George G. Clarke
Memorial Day” in the City of Holyoke.
On February 17, at 10am, the 100th Anniversary of his death, the VFW and other Units
will perform a memorial service at the George G. Clarke memorial grave marker at St
Jerome Cemetery in Holyoke.
PVT George G. Clarke, Missing In Action, “You Are Not Forgotten”
Brian Willette
VFW POW/MIA and WW1 Centennial Chairman

Upcoming events
Attention,
WBUR radio 90.9 Boston, is looking to speak with
Korean War Veterans about what their experiences
were like during ground action during the Korean
War. They are looking for 2-4 veterans. If you are
a member who fits this criteria, or know of other
members, and you want to participate, please contact
this office.

Bring Our
Troops
Home
Safe

Bill LeBeau, Department Adjutant
Veterans of Foreign Wars
State House 24 Beacon Street - Suite 546-1 Boston, MA 02133
Telephone: 617-727-2612• Fax: 617-727-3876

Furnace to Veteran in Need
Last week, Western Mass News released a story of a local Veteran who was without a
working furnace during some of the coldest weather we have seen in a long time. Calls
started pouring in and we began working with those who wanted to help. Berkshire
Heating and Air Conditioning called in and said they had a furnace ready to be installed
and that the labor would be done
free of charge. VFW Post 6714
West Springfield MA called
immediately and said that they
would provide financial assistance
for the cost of the furnace. And in
the end, our local Veteran now has
a working furnace and his way of
life can return to normal. Thank
you for all of the support! — with
Norman Burns and Veterans of
Foreign Wars Massachusett.

